
 
 

 
 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR SEPTEMBER 27TH 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
PRELUDE Two Spirituals                     JOE UTTERBACK 
                  ORGANIST: THOMAS FITCHES     
INTROIT  They Did Not Build in Vain                  LITTLE CONRAD 

They did not build in vain 
who founded here a church 
as witness to God's love 
amid a world of pain, 
for still, to those who wish to see, 
this place proclaims God's mystery. 

They built upon the rock 
that is the risen Lord, 
the one foundation laid 
which stands each earthly shock; 
that, Spirit filled, we here might raise, 
as living temples, prayer and praise. 

Those who have loved this place, 
a cloud of witnesses, 
surround and urge us on 
as we now run our race, 
and so we lay aside each sin 
in our desire to strive and win. 

Though the horizon's bend 
conceals the way ahead, 
the footprints on the road 



show Christ waits at the end; 
in him alone our faith shall stand 
who waits for us at God's right hand. 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen   
 
CANTICLE: GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST          SUNG BY THE CHOIR OF GRACE CHURCH 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered by your Holy 
Spirit into one, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the 
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 17:1-7              READ BY MARGARET PEREIRA 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, 
but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarrelled 
with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why 
do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?" But the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and 
said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 
livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the Lord, "What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me." The Lord said to 



Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 
go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the 
rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses 
did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, "Is 
the Lord among us or not?" 
 
PSALM 78:1-4, 12-16              SUNG BY SARAH HICKS 
Refrain: We will tell the glorious deeds of the Lord, the wonders he has 
done. 
 

Hear my teaching, O my people; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable; 
I will declare the mysteries from of old. 
 

Such as we have heard and known, 
Which our forebears have told us, 
we will not hide from their children. 
Buy will recount to generations to come, 
the praises of the Lord and his power, 
and the wonderful works he has done. 
 

He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, 
in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
He split open the sea and let them pass through; 
he made the waters stand up like walls. 
 
He led them with a cloud by day, 
and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
He split the hard rocks in the wilderness 
and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
He brought streams out of the cliff, and the waters gushed out like rivers. 
 
 



EPISTLE Philippians 2:1-13               READ BY ALBAN BAKIMOTO 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross. Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my 
beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
HYMN 387 All Praise to Thee         SINE NOMINE 
All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine,  
didst yield the glory that of right was thine,  
that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine:  
alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Thou camest to us in lowliness of thought; 
by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought: 
alleluia, alleluia 
 

Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
who wast a servant that we might be free,  
humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
alleluia, alleluia 



 
Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, 
thou art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
and given the name to which all knees shall bow: 
alleluia, alleluia 
 

Let every tongue confess with one accord 
in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
And God the Father be by all adored: 
alleluia, alleluia 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 21:23-32              READ BY THE REV. DEACON MARIA LING 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" Jesus said to 
them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I 
will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of 
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued 
with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then 
did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid 
of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, 
"We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two 
sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, 
sir'; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They 
said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him." 
 
HOMILY                  THE RT. REV. ANDREW ASBIL

                      



APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

DEDICATION OF THE NEW STAINED-GLASS WINDOW IN THE CHANCEL COMMEMORATING 

THE PIONEERING WITNESS OF ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU (1931- ) AND THE REVEREND 

FLORENCE LI TIM-OI (1907-92) 

Bishop: Dear friends in Christ, remember before God with thanksgiving 
our forebears in faith. Silence. Remember those who by their courageous 
and faithful ministry have inspired and transformed our church 
worldwide. Silence. Remember those who by their patient struggle for 
justice and freedom prepared the way for liberation, social reform, and 
renewal. Silence. Remember those nourished by Christ’s teaching to 
recognize and value the equal dignity of all God’s children. Silence. 
Remember those who set for us a fearless example of unwavering 
perseverance and commitment to Christ even in the face of political  
oppression. Silence. Remember those who have suffered persecution and 
imprisonment for their faith. Silence. Remember those who have led us 
into a deeper, costlier understanding of God’s gift of reconciliation and 
peace. Silence. Remember those who by their office and ministry have 
inspired women and men of every language, race, and culture to serve 
God’s church in ordained and lay vocations. Silence.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



Gracious God, we thank you this day for the prophetic witness of your 
faithful servants Florence and Desmond, agents of your light, who 
proclaimed liberty to the oppressed, hope to those in exile, and freedom 
to those who longed to serve your Kingdom. We give thanks for the light 
of truth and justice shining in their hearts, for the light of Christ’s love 
making our pathway clear. Accept our offering, the gift of this stained-
glass window, which we now dedicate for the adornment of your 
sanctuary; may the light of your love shine through the saints, illumine 
the gospel, and enrich the lives of all who worship in this place of grace 
and beauty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

HYMN 303   Unto Thy Temple, Lord, We Come        ROCKINGHAM 
Unto thy temple, Lord, we come 
with thankful hearts to worship thee, 
and pray that this may be our home 
until we touch eternity: 

The common home of rich and poor, 
of bond and free, and great and small; 
large as thy love for evermore, 
and warm and bright and good to all. 

And dwell thou with us in this place, 
thou and thy Christ, to guide and bless. 
Here make the well-springs of thy grace 
like fountains in the wilderness. 

May thy whole truth be spoken here; 
thy gospel light for ever shine; 
thy perfect love cast out all fear, 
and human life become divine. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          LED BY MICAH LATIMER-DENNIS 
After each intercession the people respond “Lord, hear our prayer.” 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 
welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 
Most merciful God, We confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your name. Amen 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS      

LETTER FROM FLORENCE LI FOUNDATION READ BY CHURCHWARDEN BETTIE TULLIS 
 LETTER FROM ABP. DESMOND TUTU READ BY CHURCHWARDEN CHRIS BUNTING 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings           J. BRAHMS 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ we behold your glory. Receive the offering of 
your people gathered before you, and open our hearts and mouths to 
praise your great salvation, the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created 
all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female you 
created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to 
care for us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a 
covenant with Israel, and through your servants Abraham and Sarah gave 
the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses you led your 
people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets you renewed 
your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 
who have served you in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to 
proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS      Canterbury Mass                PICCOLO 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you 
praise. In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts 
and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind and proclaimed the good 
news of your kingdom to the poor and to those in need. In all things he 
fulfilled your gracious will. On the night he freely gave himself to death, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my 
body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 
supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Gracious 



God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and death; by raising 
him to life you give us life for evermore. Therefore we proclaim the 
mystery of faith.  
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his 
coming in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. Send your 
Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat and drink at this 
table may be one body and one holy people, a living sacrifice in Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.  
 
And now, as our our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 
AGNUS DEI  Canterbury Mass                             PICCOLO 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION MOTET Ubi Caritas              OLA GJEILO 

           SUNG BY THE CHOIR OF GRACE CHURCH  
 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Father in heaven, strengthen the unity of your Church, so that we who 
have been fed with holy things may fulfil your will in the world. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN 344 From All That Dwell Below the Skies       LASST UNS ERFREUEN  
From all that dwell below the skies 
let the Creator’s praise arise: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
through every land, in every tongue: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 
eternal truth attends thy Word: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 
till suns rise and set no more: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
 
DISMISSAL            THE REV. DEACON MARIA LING 
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE   Fanfare                  PERCY WHITLOCK 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN MEMORY OF  
ALEX LING, REGINALD WALLACE, AND THE REVEREND CHRISTOPHER CATON 



 

UPCOMING AT GRACE CHURCH ON-THE-HILL 
Conversations on Racism and other -isms | Join Alban Bakomito, Dayna Nelson, 
and Maria Ling in the Parish Hall on Sundays, Sept. 27 and Oct. 4 at 9 am to hear 
how we might work together to be anti-racist and anti-discriminatory, to love 
one another as Christ has loved us. Register your in-person or online attendance 
with Maria at mling@gracechurchonthehill.ca 
 

Study of Galatians | Men of the parish are invited to study Paul's letter to 
the Galatians in October with Micah Latimer-Dennis. No prior familiarity with 
the book is necessary. For more information contact Micah at 
micah@gracechurchonthehill.ca  
 

Devotional Bible Study | A study of 1, 2, 3 John led by Maria Ling will take place 
Tuesdays in October at 7 pm on Zoom. Register with Maria at 
mling@gracechurchonthehill.ca  
 

The Poetry of T.S. Eliot | Mark your calendars for a look at the poetry of T.S. Eliot 
with Canon Peter Walker on Sunday, October 11th at the 9 am education hour. 

 
Offerings and cheques can be placed in the plates at the exits of the church. 

Opportunities to give are also available by mail or at gracechurchonthehill.ca 
 

 
 

GRACE CHURCH ON-THE-HILL 
300 Lonsdale Road, Toronto, Ontario M4V 1X4  
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The Rev. Canon Peter Walker | INCUMBENT 

The Rev. Deacon Maria Ling | ASSISTANT CURATE 
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The Rev. Canon Dr. Judy Paulsen 
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