
 
 

 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
EASTER II 

  
PRELUDE Chorale Prelude:  ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’   -         J.S. BACH 
            ORGANIST: Thomas Fitches ODT; DDiv. (honoris causa) 
 
GREETING  
 
Alleluia Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
May his grace and peace be with you. May he fill our hearts with joy! 
 
HYMN 211 Good Christians all, rejoice and sing                                        VULPIUS 
            
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! 
Now is the triumph of our King! 
To all the world glad news we bring: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord of life is risen today! 
Sing songs of praise along his way; 
let all the earth rejoice and say: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Praise we in songs of victory 
that love, that life which cannot die, 
and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
and sing today with one accord 
the life laid down, the life restored: 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  
 
Priest: Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore we celebrate this Paschal 
festival.  
Let us in penitence and faith confess our sins against God and our neighbour. 
 
THE CONFESSION 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence: Lord, have mercy. 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, we are afraid to be recognized as your followers: Christ, 
have mercy. 
Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe: Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
May the God of power and love forgive you and free you from all your sins, heal and strengthen 
you by the Spirit, and raise you to newness of life in Christ. Amen.” 
 
 
Canticle: 365  Glory to God                       WOODLANDS 
 
Glory to God, we give you thanks and praise; 
Of heav’nly joy and earthly peace we sing. 
We worship you, to you our hearts we raise,  
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 
You bore for us the weight of this world’s sin. 
O Lamb of God, your glorious vict’ry won, 
Receive our prayer, grant us your peace within. 
 
Alone, O Christ, you only are the Lord,  
At God’s right hand in majesty most high: 
Who with the Spirit worshipped and adored: 
With all the heav’nly host we glorify. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty and eternal God, 
the strength of those who believe 
and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith 
and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 



LITURGY OF THE WORD: 
 
LESSON:  Acts 2:14a, 22-32      READ BY MARK TULLIS 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. “You that are Israelites, 
listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 
crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed 
him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says 
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in 
hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned 
to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us 
are witnesses. 
 
PSALM  16. 5-11                                                              
 
Refrain: In your presence, O Lord, is the fullness of joy. 
 
Preserve me, O God, for in you have I taken refuge;  
I have said to the Lord, 'You are my Lord, all my good depends on you.' 
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land,  
upon those who are noble in heart. 
 
Though the idols are legion that many run after, 
their drink offerings of blood I will not offer, 
neither make mention of their names upon my lips. 
 
The Lord himself is my portion and my cup; 
in your hands alone is my fortune. 
My share has fallen in a fair land; 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
 
I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel, 
and in the night watches he instructs my heart. 
I have set the Lord always before me; 
he is at my right hand; I shall not fall. 



 
Wherefore my heart is glad and my spirit rejoices; 
my flesh also shall rest secure. 
For you will not abandon my soul to Death, 
nor suffer your faithful one to see the Pit. 
 
You will show me the path of life; 
in your presence is the fullness of joy 
and in your right had are pleasures for evermore. 
 
EPISTLE:  1 Peter 1.3-9       READ BY BETTIE TULLIS 
 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so 
that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is 
tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 
now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving 
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 
SUNG ‘ALLELUIA AND VERSE’                      
  
GOSPEL  John 20.19-31      READ BY  SUSANNAH KETCHUM 
   
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  
 
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.’  
 
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said 
to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 



‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.’  
 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son 
of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  
 
HOMILY                         THE REV. SUSAN MACLAREN 
 
ANTHEM  Rise up, my Love               H WILLAN 
  
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
           Hear, O Israel, 
           The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
           Love the Lord your God 
           With all your heart, 
           With all your soul, 
           With all your mind, and with all your strength. 
           This is the first and the great commandment. 
           The second is like it: 
           Love your neighbour as yourself. 
           There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
HYMN 244 We walk by faith, and not by sight              ST. BOTOLPH 
 
We walk by faith and not by sight: 
no gracious words we hear 
from him who spoke as none e’er spoke, 
but we believe him near. 
 
We may not touch his hands and side, 
nor follow where he trod; 
but in his promise we rejoice, 
and cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 
Help then, O Lord, our unbelief, 
and may our faith abound, 
to call on you when you are near, 
and seek where you are found: 
 
that, when our life of faith is done, 
in realms of clearer light 
we may behold you as you are 
with full and endless sight. 



 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                LED BY MARIA LING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Hymn 212 Alleluia! The strife is o’er                                            VICTORY 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
The strife is o'er, the battle done, 
now is the victor's triumph won; 
O let the song of praise be sung: 
alleluia! 
 
Death's mightiest powers have done their worst, 
and Jesus hath his foes dispersed: 
let shouts of praise and joy outburst: 
alleluia! 
 
He closed the yawning gates of hell; 
the bars from heaven's high portals fell. 
Let songs of praise his triumphs tell: 
alleluia! 
 
On the third morn he rose again, 
glorious in majesty to reign. 
O let us swell the joyful strain: 
alleluia! 
 
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee, 
from death's dread sting thy servants free, 
that we may live and sing to thee: 
alleluia!  
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 



 
THE BLESSING 
 
HYMN 205  The Day of Resurrection                                                ELLACOMBE   
 

The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
the passover of gladness,  
the passover of God! 
From death to life eternal,  
from earth unto the sky, 
our Christ hath brought us over, 
with hymns of victory. 

Our hearts be pure from evil,  
that we may see aright 
the Lord in rays eternal  
of resurrection light; 
and, listening to his accents,  
may hear so calm and plain  
his own "All hail!" and, hearing,  
may raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heavens be joyful, 
let earth her song begin, 
the round world keep high triumph,  
and all that is therein. 
Let all things seen and unseen  
their notes in gladness blend, 
for Christ the Lord is risen,  
our joy that hath no end.  

 
POSTLUDE Paraphrase on ‘Judas Maccabeus’       ALEXANDRE GUILMANT 
              ORGANIST: THOMAS FITCHES ODT; DDIV. (HONORIS CAUSA) 


