
 
 

 
 

 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
10 AM ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2021 

HOLY EUCHARIST - ORDER OF SERVICE  
PRELUDE  Sarabande on “Day of Rest”          GERALD NEAR  

ORGANIST: THOMAS FITCHES 

HYMN 331     God, We Praise You             TUNE: RUSTINGTON 
God, we praise you! God, we bless you! 
God, we name you sovereign Lord! 
Mighty King whom angels worship, 
Father, by your church adored: 
all creation shows your glory. 
Heaven and earth draw near your throne, 
singing "Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord of hosts and God alone!" 
 

True apostles, faithful prophets, 
saints who set their world ablaze, 
martyrs, once unknown, unheeded, 
join one growing song of praise, 
while your church on earth confesses 
one majestic Trinity: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
God, our hope eternally. 
 

Jesus Christ, the king of glory, 
everlasting son of God, 
humble was your virgin mother, 
hard the lonely path you trod: 
by your cross is sin defeated, 
hell confronted face to face, 
heaven opened to believers, 
sinners justified by grace. 



Christ, at God's right hand victorious, 
you will judge the world you made. 
Lord, in mercy help your servants 
for whose freedom you have paid: 
raise us up from dust to glory, 
guard us from all sin today. 
King enthroned above all praises, 
save your people, God, we pray. 
 

GREETING 
Blessed be the one, holy and living God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open,  all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

GLORY TO GOD                       HOLMAN 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered by your Holy 
Spirit into one, may show forth your power among all peoples, to the 
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 



PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Esther 7.1-6, 9-10; 9.20-22       READ BY MARK TULLIS 
 

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the 
second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, 
"What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled." Then 
Queen Esther answered, "If I have won your favour, O king, and if it 
pleases the king, let my life be given me - that is my petition - and the 
lives of my people that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 
been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 
peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king." Then 
King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, "Who is he, and where is he, who 
has presumed to do this?" Esther said, "A foe and enemy, this wicked 
Haman!" Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. Then 
Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, "Look, the 
very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved 
the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high." And the king said, 
"Hang him on that." So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. Mordecai 
recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they 
should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth 
day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews 
gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned 
for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; 
that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for 
sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 



PSALM 124 

If the Lord had not been on our side, let Israel now say; 
If the Lord had not been on our side, when enemies rose up against us; 
Then would they have swallowed us up alive in their fierce anger toward us;  
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us and the torrent gone over us; 

Then would the raging waters have gone right over us.  
Blessed be the Lord! he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; the snare is 

broken, and we have escaped. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

EPISTLE   James 5.13-20                                                 READ BY BETTIE TULLIS 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 
should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for 
the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and 
the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be 
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 
powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed 
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did 
not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain 
and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if anyone 
among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you 
should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save 
the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

HYMN 585         Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service        TUNE: BEACH SPRING 
Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
We, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
Consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.  
 

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
Still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
By your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 



 

As we worship, grant us vision till your love’s revealing light 
In its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
Making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
Stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

HOLY  GOSPEL      MARK 9.38-50  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us." But Jesus 
said, "Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name 
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is 
for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because 
you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. If any of you 
put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and 
you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; 
it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to 
hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it 
off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 
thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two 
eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 
never quenched. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt 
has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be 
at peace with one another." 
 

The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.    
 

HOMILY        THE REV. PROF. MICHAEL BATTLE 
 



APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

For those who gather this day in prayer, and for people of faith 

throughout the world. 

For all who seek to draw closer to God. 

For bishops, priests, deacons, and for all the baptized; 

For the mission and ministry of the Church. 

For the persecuted, the imprisoned, and the unjustly treated; 

For peace, justice, and freedom throughout the world.  

For our enemies and for those who wish us harm; 

For all whom we have injured and offended. 

For ears to hear the good news of liberation in Jesus; 

For those called to be prophets in our own day. 

For the well being of the natural world and the right use of the earth’s 

resources; 

For those who inherit its use from our hands. 

We remember those who are sick, those who are mourning, and those in 
any kind of danger. Silence. 
We give thanks for the blessings of this life, and those whose lives have 
been a blessing to us. Silence. 
A concluding prayer is added. 
                            



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 
welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

THE PEACE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                 
 

OFFERTORY SOLO  Nia from Nguzo Saba Suite    GLENN BURLEIGH 
 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ we behold your glory. Receive the offering of 
your people gathered before you, and open our hearts and mouths to 
praise your great salvation, the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created 
all things. You formed us in your own image: male and female you 



created us. When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to 
care for us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a 
covenant with Israel, and through your servants Abraham and Sarah gave 
the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses you led your 
people from bondage into freedom; through the prophets you renewed 
your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 
who have served you in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to 
proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS                                                         HOLMAN 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you 
praise. In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts 
and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind and proclaimed the good 
news of your kingdom to the poor and to those in need. In all things he 
fulfilled your gracious will. On the night he freely gave himself to death, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my 
body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “ Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and death; 
by raising him to life you give us life for evermore. 
 



Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his 
coming again in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. Send 
your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat and drink 
at this table may be one body and one holy people, a living sacrifice in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

AGNUS DEI                             HOLMAN 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: grant us peace. 

THE COMMUNION  
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

COMMUNION SOLO  Hymn to Freedom                                  OSCAR PETERSON 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Father in heaven, strengthen the unity of your Church, so that we who 
have been fed with holy things may fulfil your will in the world. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
 

HYMN  577     God of Grace and God of Glory                  TUNE: CWM RHONDDA 
        

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power; 
Now fulfil your church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 
For the facing of this hour. 
 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us scorn your Christ assail his ways. 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us; free our hearts to work and praise 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 
 

Cure your children’s warring madness. Bend our pride to your control. 
Shame our wanton selfish gladness, rich in goods and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss your kingdom’s goal, 
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 
 

Set our feet on lofty places; gird our lives that we may be 
Armoured with all Christ-like graces in the fight for liberty. 
Grant us wisdom, grand us courage, lest we fail ourselves and thee, 
lest we fail ourselves and thee. 
 

DISMISSAL             
Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE     Spiritual on “Swing Low”                      JOE UTTERBACK 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD  
AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF RICHARD (DICK) AZUMA, THE REV. CHRISTOPHER CATON, 
RICHARD (DICK) COPELAND AND ELLEN COPELAND, SHELAGH GIANELLI, REGINALD AND 

MARJORY WALLACE, JOHN AND JOAN LEWIS, REG WALLACE,  
AND ELIZABETH ANN CURRY.    



UPCOMING AT GRACE CHURCH ON-THE-HILL 
 
Tutu’s Ninetieth| The celebration of Desmond Tutu’s ninetieth birthday is today, 
from 2 to 4 pm! Features include musical guests Jackie Robinson and the Nathaniel 
Dett Chorale, the launch of the Rev. Michael Battle’s biography of Tutu, and the 
inauguration of a special bursary in his honour at the University of Toronto. The 
livestream will be available at gracechurchonthehill.ca/tutu90  

 
Learning to Pray | The six-week study of prayer continues this week at 9 am. 
Alongside James Martin’s recent book Learning to Pray, the study looks at what a 
life spent praying involves. Write to Micah to learn more 
micah@gracechurchonthehill.ca 
 
Books by Tutu | The Grace Church library has several books by South Africa’s most 
famous archbishop. As you enter the library there’s Children of God Storybook Bible, 
which includes stories from the Old and New Testaments, delightfully illustrated by 
artists from around the world. Two more by Tutu can be found on the back wall: 
God Has a Dream:  A Vision of Hope for our Time and on the Ethics shelf is No Future 
without Forgiveness. To check a book out please sign the borrowers’ card (including 
the date you are borrowing the book as well as some contact information) and 
place the card in the black box on the library desk.   

GRACE CHURCH ON-THE-HILL 
Clergy & Staff 

The Rev. Canon Peter Walker | INCUMBENT 
The Rev. Micah Latimer-Dennis | DEACON ASSISTANT 
Christopher Leonard | DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

Savannah Boddy | OFFICE COORDINATOR 
 

Clergy Assistants 
The Rev. Canon Dr. Judy Paulsen  

The Rev. Lyn Youll Marshall 
The Very Rev. Douglas Stoute 
The Rev. Dr. Susan MacLaren 
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When will we learn that human beings are of infinite value because they 
have been created in the image of God, and that it is a blasphemy to treat 
them as if they were less than this and to do so ultimately recoils on those 
who do this? In dehumanizing others, they are themselves dehumanized. 
Perhaps oppression dehumanizes the oppressor as much as, if not more 

than, the oppressed. They need each other to become truly free, to 
become human. We can be human only in fellowship, in community, in 

koinonia, in peace. 

Let us work to be peacemakers, those given a wonderful share in Our 
Lord’s ministry of reconciliation. If we want peace, so we have been told, 

let us work for justice. Let us beat our swords into ploughshares. 

God calls us to be fellow workers with Him, so that we can extend His 
Kingdom of Shalom, of justice, of goodness, of compassion, of caring, of 
sharing, of laughter, joy and reconciliation, so that the kingdoms of this 

world will become the Kingdom of our God and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Nobel Peace Prize Lecture - December 11, 1984  

Desmond Tutu 


