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Greetings

                                                                                                                                                        
Dear friends,

It is an honour for Grace Church on-the-hill to host Archbishop Tutu’s 90th birthday celebration 
on Sunday, September 26th in collaboration with the University of Toronto. It is a joyful 
milestone we mark and we warmly welcome you to the party! 

The Nobel Prize-winning churchman Desmond Tutu changed the world, and so belongs among 
the pantheon of contemporary saints. Recognized globally as a signal Christian leader and 
liberator, he continues to inspire and foster the transformation of unjust structures and 
customs. For this reason, in 2020, we installed a new stained-glass window in our church to 
honour him and keep his core values before us. Though he looks down upon us with a smile, 
nevertheless, Archbishop Tutu challenges us to pursue the path of justice, reformation, and 
peace: the loving path of Christ. When shown an image of the new window he quipped: “You 
even got my nose right!” 

Like David who stood up to the Philistine giant Goliath, Archbishop Tutu helped bring down a 
tyrannous unjust regime by peaceful means. He stood for Truth and Reconciliation and pointed 
a way forward for a broken society. His witness was not without cost. Let us remember that 
cost, the courageous price of his witness of faith as we celebrate his 90th year of grace. May 
we be inspired by his living example and widen the gates of justice for all who wish to enter 
the promised land.

Blessings, Canon Peter Walker+   
                  Incumbent Priest of Grace Church on-the-hill
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Dear Friends,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for supporting the Desmond Tutu Master of Divinity Bursary 
established by the University of Toronto. It brings me much joy to know that the Archbishop’s legacy will be 
continuing in perpetuity. 

When South African Women for Women was established in 1996, we would begin a journey with The Tutu family 
that would last decades. This has brought much richness and joy to South African Women for Women and Zenzele 
Development Foundation, and to me personally. 

Although Archbishop Tutu retired in 2010, he has remained active around the world. On two occasions he made 
several official and unofficial trips to Canada. On each trip he shared his extraordinary knowledge, critical analysis 
and stewardship. All the while, he has brought a moral lens to global climate change, support for Indigenous treaties 
and insight into Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation process.

To commemorate Arch’s 90th birthday, the University of Toronto bursary in his name will give promising young 
humanitarians the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of a towering figure who helped dismantle apartheid in 
South Africa. Woven in his legacy are his tireless efforts to address HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, poverty, racism, sexism, 
homophobia and transphobia. Awarding this prestigious bursary will also build on the Archbishop’s efforts to help 
Canada’s First Nations communities and industry leaders find common ground on the impact of climate change on 
indigenous land. It shall be a tribute to his role in leading conversations about treaty rights during Canada’s Truth 
and Reconciliation process.  A fitting 90th birthday gift from Canadians that embraces Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 
legacy of gifts to our country. 

In Arch’s own words: “So, I may have taken a leading role in South Africa to fight against apartheid. I may have 
been in an historic position such as archbishop of Southern Africa. I may have won a Nobel Peace Prize. I may have 
led the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa. And I may have become a global elder. If I have done 
all of these things, however, without love, then I have done nothing. God is love. Spiritually, there is not much more to 
say than this.”

Happy 90th birthday, Arch. May love continue to follow and overtake you as it has for those who have received the 
gift of love and peace from you. 

Sincerely,

Carole Adriaans
Founder, South African Women for Women & Zenzele Development Foundation 
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Dear Friends, 

I am truly bowled over with the wonderful news of the establishment of the Desmond Tutu Bursary in 
Divinity Studies at Trinity College at the University of Toronto. It is an immense pleasure to see my friends 
come together to give and to create something that will benefit young people. It is a generous act and I am 
deeply touched by it.  

To every donor who supported the bursary, I want to say, in the spirit of Ubuntu, not only have you embraced 
our future generation with this educational gift, but you have also collectively taken action to give students 
hope and courage to affect change holistically. 

Leah and I are very grateful for our friends in Canada and remember fondly how warmly we were received on 
every visit we made.  We would have loved to be in attendance to celebrate with you my 90th birthday. 

God bless all of you, 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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Greetings

I extend my warmest greetings to all who are gathered together at Grace Church on-the-Hill for 
a very special celebration of Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s 90th birthday!  

As we seek to build a more just and sustainable world in our ongoing recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we can look to those role models and leaders who have exemplified courage 
and compassion throughout their lives in services to others. Archbishop Tutu is just such an 
inspiration, a man who has embodied the highest ideals of global citizenship and who has made 
lasting contributions to Canada.  

Today, as you honour his remarkable achievements and deep friendship with our nation, I add 
my voice to all wishing the Archbishop a happy birthday and many more years of good health.  

You have my best wishes for a most memorable occasion.

Elizabeth Dowdeswell
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It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone attending 
today’s event to honour and celebrate the 90th birthday of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond 
Tutu and his incredible life. 

This event is a wonderful opportunity to come together to celebrate the life and exceptional 
work of Desmond Tutu, an anti-apartheid and human rights activist. A champion of global 
peace, role model and exemplary leader the world over, Desmond Tutu is a renowned Anglican 
cleric who received the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize for his unwavering and relentless efforts in 
resolving and ending apartheid.  

The voice of the voiceless, he embraces everything noble and has taught the world about 
fairness and how to live in peace and unity by using a consensus building model of leadership. 

Today we celebrate a life well lived, and the unwavering service to humanity that has earned 
Desmond Tutu the respect and admiration he so richly deserves.  

I am pleased you have found a way to hold your event despite the challenges of the pandemic, 
while carefully adhering to COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. 

On behalf of Toronto City Council, please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable 
event and a very happy birthday to Desmond Tutu who turns 90 years young on October 7. 

Yours truly, 

John Tory 
Mayor of Toronto
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Greetings

Dear Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

The Anglican Church of Canada is delighted to extend birthday greetings to you, with profound 
gratitude for your witness to God’s infinite love and justice for all of God’s ‘rainbow people’.     

Over the years you have inspired Anglicans and many, many others with your courage and 
grace in the face of systemic racism.    In the face of violence, sometimes perpetrated in 
the name of Christ, you continued to proclaim the fullness of God’s love for all people, never 
succumbing to the temptation return the hatred around you.    

Anglicans have been filled with pride to share with you in the Anglican family.   Today we are 
deeply grateful for the ways in which you have lived into the promises of your baptism and 
ordinations to be a beacon of hope and a ‘saint’ for us – one through whom the light of Christ 
shines clearly! 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

With joy and gratitude -  yours in Christ,

The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls Archbishop and Primate
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Dear Archbishop: 

On behalf of the University of Toronto community, it is my honour to extend warm wishes 
on the occasion of your 90th birthday. Your visionary leadership and profound commitment 
to justice are respected across our three campuses. We greatly appreciate your lifelong service 
to the global community, helping to set us on a path towards greater understanding. Your 
dedication to global equity, to ending apartheid, and to the treatment of AIDS and tuberculosis 
remains an inspiration to our community. 

We are proud to count you among our most distinguished honorary graduates and to hold 
the Archbishop Desmond Tutu Bursary in Divinity Studies at the University of Toronto in 
your name. We are also grateful to your dear friend Carole Adriaans for giving her time so 
generously to help establish this award and for allowing us to be a small part of your legacy. 

Your many friends and admirers at the University of Toronto join me in wishing you a very 
happy birthday. 

Sincerely, 

Meric S. Gertler President 
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Commemorative window

The window located above the organ to the right of the high altar 
was designed and created by Andrew McCausland, painted 
by Cheryl Goleski, and dedicated on Sunday, September 27, 

2020, in honour of The Reverend Canon Peter Walker and Ginny 
Walker and their ministry of hospitality.

The Archbishop Desmond Tutu was born in South Africa and was 
ordained an Anglican priest in 1961. In 1975 he was appointed dean of 
St. Mary’s Cathedral in Johannesburg, the first Black South African to 
hold that position. From 1976 to 1978 Tutu served as bishop of Lesotho.  
In 1978 Tutu was appointed General Secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches and became a leading spokesperson for the rights 
of Black South Africans. He emphasized nonviolent means of protest 
and 1984 he was awarded the Nobel Prize. In 1985 Tutu was installed as 
Johannesburg’s first Black Anglican bishop, and in 1986 he was elected 
the first Black archbishop of Cape Town, thus becoming the primate 
of South Africa’s 1.6 million-member Anglican church. In 1995 South 
African President Nelson Mandela appointed Tutu head of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, which investigated human rights abuses 
during the apartheid era.

The Reverend Doctor Florence Li Tim-Oi was the first woman to be 
ordained to the priesthood of the Anglican Communion. Florence was 
ordained a deaconess in 1941 in Macau. During the Japanese occupation 
it was impossible for Anglican priests to get to Macau, and Florence was 
given special permission by her bishop to give the sacraments. In 1944 
she was ordained a priest. When the communist government closed all 
Chinese churches she was designated a counter revolutionary and forced 
to take political re-education, which included cutting up her church 
vestments with scissors. In 1983 she left China for Toronto, where she 
served as a priest until her death in 1992.

The church’s goal in adding this window to its edifice was to commemorate 
modern-day saints of the Anglican communion, people whose spiritual 
journeys resonate for people today.  The project was planned before the 
pandemic started, but its installation during this tragic year of upheaval 
and grief became a touchstone of hope for the parish and the wider 
community, a visible sign of God’s love and constancy.
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The afternoon

The Host Ms. Céline Peterson

Opening Remarks The Rev. Canon Peter Walker 
 Incumbent Priest of Grace Church on-the-hill

Welcome Remarks Ms. Laurie Melbourne 
 Churchwarden

Blessing The Rev. Micah Latimer-Dennis

Bursary Acknowledgment Ms. Gillian Morrison 
 Assistant Vice President, University Development,  
 University of Toronto

Tapping to Love Travis Knights, Tap dancer

Birthday Tribute (South Africa) Ms. Fatima Dike  
 South African Women for Women

Birthday Tribute (Canada) Br. Reginald Martin Crenshaw, OHC  

In concert Jackie Richardson, accompanied by Robi Botos

In conversation with… The Rev. Michael Battle, Ph.D. 
 Herbert Thompson Professor of Church and Society  
 & Director of the Desmond Tutu Centre. Author of 
 Desmond Tutu: The Spiritual Biography of a South  
 African Confessor 

Commemorative Window Mr. Lauric Alban Bakomito & Mrs. Bettie Tullis

90@90 Campaign The Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation  

Spoken Word  Mr. Randy Makk

Closing Remarks The Most Rev. Linda Nicholls  
 Archbishop and Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada

Message from Archbishop Desmond Tutu Read by Christopher C. Brittain 
 Dean of Divinity and Margaret E. Fleck Chair in  
 Anglican Studies

Finalé Nathaniel Dett Chorale
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Desmond Tutu, A Spiritual Biography of South Africa’s Confessor, published 
by Westminster John Knox Press, comes at a time when humanity, not just 
in South Africa or Africa but indeed all over the world, grapples with the 
impact of the pandemic, with the way it continues to rend the social fabric, 
exposing and leaving visible for all to see the fault-lines of inequality; 
a devastating pandemic that has inspired us at the Desmond and Leah 
Tutu Legacy Foundation to intensify our work of restoring justice, mutual 
understanding, community cohesion, and healing at every level of our 
existence.

In his Afterword to Michael Battle’s book, the Arch poignantly writes:

“As I have wrestled with death and dying, I realize more and more how the 
spiritual, physical, intellectual and communal life are all interrelated. You 
cannot understand one without the other. Michael’s contribution here is to 
say this to all of us, in a world that is often prone to avoiding the spiritual. 
Life is the intersection of interrelation”.

Having known the Arch for more than 25 years now, Michael describes in 
his book the intersections and interrelations of the Arch’s iconic identity, 

as humanist, Anglican, as a black South African, a sage, reconciler, negotiator, global elder, intellectual, 
spiritual leader, Christian mystic, a man of deep prayer, a political priest, God’s child, confessor, mentor, saint, 
father figure, student and teacher. Himself an African American theologian, Michael describes the Arch as an 
exemplar of someone who has always managed to bring together being black and Christian identity in a world 
where neither can be taken for granted. 

The deep scholarship of Michael’s book is a complex canvass of the Arch’s legacy and footprint viewed through 
the theological prisms of faith, love and spirituality. He rightly points out that the way towards unity or union 
is through purgation and illumination. We learn that for the Arch, life is fundamentally about interdependence, 
interrelationships, and the values of respect, integrity, forgiveness, compassion, reconciliation and Ubuntu. 

Currently appointed as Herbert Thompson Professor of Church 
and Society and Director of the Desmond Tutu Center at General 

Theological Seminary in New York, the Very Rev. Michael Battle, 
Ph.D. has an undergraduate degree from Duke University, received 

his master’s of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary, a 
master’s of Sacred Theology from Yale University and a PhD 

in theology and ethics, also from Duke University. He was 
ordained a priest by Archbishop Desmond Tutu in 1993. 
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Contributors
Producer and Artist Representative, Céline Peterson, has presented concerts and given inspiring 
speeches all over the globe (including Canada, The United States, Denmark, Barbados, Switzerland, 
and South America), and manages some of the most exciting jazz artists on the scene today. Céline 
has always been a proud ally to the up-and-coming generations of musicians, and along with her 
work at the Coalition, has done workshops at various schools. “Working with Music Makes Us, and 
specifically as a youth ambassador for the Youth4Music program, Céline has consistently proven to 
be an articulate, passionate and inspiring leader who motivates others in person and through her 
writing.” - Holly Nimmons • former Executive Director, Music Makes Us, the Coalition for Music 
Education in Canada.

Born in the township of Langa, Cape Town, where her family had been forced to settle in the 
1930s, Fatima Dike was educated at church schools. She is a widely recognized playwright, poet, 
raconteur, director, teacher and political activist, hailed as the “mother of South African Theatre” 
by her people. She received the South African Women for Women award in 1997 and an award for 
lifetime services to the performing arts was granted to her by The Cape Tercentenary Foundation in 
2000. The publication of her play The Sacrifice of Kreli n 1977 made Ms. Dike the first African woman 
to publish a play in South Africa. It was produced in 1976 during the Soweto uprisings. 

Brother Reginald Martin Crenshaw, OHC is a life professed member of the Anglican Benedictine 
Community, The Order of the Holy Cross. He served  for 5 years as the Director of Formation and 
vocation director for the Order in Canada. He has served as honorary pastoral assistant at St Paul 
the Apostle in Rexdale and as interim administrator at Epiphany/St Mark in Parkdale. He was 
the leader/administrator of the interim ministry team at St. James the Apostle in Brampton and 
currently serves as the Lay Pastor at the Church of the Holy Trinity in Thornhill, ON. Br. Reginald also 
serves the Diocese in non-parochial  capacities. He is a PSC (Parish Selection Coach) coach, an 
Appreciatve Inquiry facilitator, a member of the Diocese’s Reconfiguraion committee, and he works 
with the Diocesan Intercultural ministries, anti-racism ministries. Additionally, Brother also has an 
active Spiritual Direction ministry.

Jackie Richardson is an electrifying, world class performer considered to be one of Canada’s 
foremost singers of gospel, blues and jazz as well as an award winning actor in theatre, film and TV. 
She strongly supports community organizations like The Regent Park Community, Princess Margaret 
Hospital, The United Way Foundation’s “Songs of The City” and The United Church’s “Heart and 
Vision”. Jackie feels blessed to have participated in and supported groups such as South African 
Women for Women, the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund (Toronto) as well as the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation’s “Grandmothers for Grandmothers” and “Ask Them” campaigns. She has also had the 
privilege of performing on a number of occasions for both President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. Jackie is humbly grateful to be here today to honour Archbishop Tutu who she believes 
is one of God’s greatest gift to the world! In her own words “Happy 90th Birthday, Dear Sir!”.
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Randy Makk is an international award-winning dub poet, creative activist and social entrepreneur 
from the one love island of Jamaica. He is a Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative alumnus, 
former Jamaica Youth Ambassador as well as a Prime Minister and Commonwealth Youth Award 
recipient for excellence in Arts and Culture. In 2015, he co-founded Bresheh with his brother, Davian. 
Bresheh exists to create a world where families are purposeful and prepared for life. They currently 
craft and distribute a range of personalized and bespoke backpacks, laptop carriers, travel bags, 
pouches, tote bags, face masks and more. Randy strongly believes in using his talents to empower 
and inspire people and communities across the globe.

The multi-faceted vocalists of The Nathaniel Dett Chorale perform all styles and genres of music 
as appropriate to the traditions of Africa and its Diasporas. The Chorale’s mission is to build bridges 
of understanding, appreciation, and acceptance between communities through Afrocentric choral 
music. Founder D. Brainerd Blyden-Taylor named The Nathaniel Dett Chorale after internationally-
renowned African Canadian composer R. Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943) to draw attention to Dett’s 
legacy, to the breadth of Afrocentric choral music, and to create a professional choral ensemble 
where persons of African heritage are well represented.  Currently in its 23rd Season, The Nathaniel 
Dett Chorale was recently named Artist in Residence at The Harriet Tubman Institute for Research 
on Africa and its Diasporas at York University. 

Born of Romani descent in Hungary, Robi Botos has been hailed as one of the most diverse multi-
instrumentalists of this generation. From the hard-bop style of Bill Evans and Herbie Hancock, to 
the swing of Oscar Peterson and the heartfelt melodic expression of Mulgrew Miller and Cedar 
Walton, Robi has managed to master the technique of his idols, all while showcasing his musical 
expressions in a voice that is purely his own. While Robi is known for being a strong player in the 
traditional jazz and funk fields, he always incorporates an element of the music he grew up listening 
to into his playing. Amongst a number of global awards, Robi holds 2 JUNO Awards, the International 
Association for Jazz Education (IAJE) Award, and 2 nominations in the Canadian Screen Awards.

Travis Knights was Born in Montreal, Canada, and was introduced to the rich oral tradition of Tap 
by his teacher Ethel Bruneau at age 10. He went on to travel the world spreading his love of rhythm 
across 4 continents, touring with Tap Dogs, Tapestry Dance Company, and the self-produced Tap 
Love Tour.   He is the 2020 recipient of the Jaqueline Lemieux Prize for outstanding contribution to 
dance in Canada.  He currently lives in Brampton, Ontario and hosts The Tap Love Tour Podcast, 
available on spotify, soundcloud and apple podcasts, (make sure to subscribe) featuring interviews 
of a myriad of inspiring tap dance artists.  



Happy birthday “Arch” may the blessings you have showered on us all surround you on this day. 
Dr. Alvin Curling  CD. , O. Ont., Former Speaker of the Ontario Legislature, Former Canadian Ambassador 

Dear Archbishop Tutu,
In the chaotic year since your smiling image became illuminated in a stained glass window in an Anglican church here in Toronto, we have 
been struck by just how relevant your messages of God’s love to all and social justice for the marginalized are intertwined.  We wish you 
abundant blessings on this, your 90th birthday, and we thank you for your gifts to all of us.

Sincerely, Bettie and Mark Tullis

Archbishop Tutu, as you celebrate a milestone birthday in South Africa on October 7, 2021, I am reminded of another milestone in Toronto 
on September 18, 2002. Not only did I have the privilege of hosting you and Mrs. Tutu at the Royal Bank Plaza on this day, as we honoured 
the work and achievements of South African Women for Women, your presence, your leadership and your voice made it one of the most 
meaningful events in my 44+ year career at the bank. It was a room and occasion filled with pure joy.  I still revel in the lasting impact of 
our conversation and always receive “wow” comments about the picture of the both of us that I display in my home with immense pride. 
I thank you for being a milestone in my life and in countless lives for many decades and I also thank you for collaborating with the Dalai 
Lama on the incredible “The Book of Joy.”  As one of the great spiritual masters of our time, your courage, perseverance and resilience 
continue to be my guiding light.  You are a gift and joy to humanity! 
Happy birthday from one more Canadian friend who wishes you many more and will be thinking of you and raising a glass in your honour 
on your special day! 

Charles S. Coffey, O.C.

We are delighted to support the Desmond Tutu Master of Divinity Bursary, at the University of Toronto, in honour of the Christian example 
of humility, courage and compassion set by the Archbishop. It is our greatest hope and prayer that the Archbishop’s tireless work and 
resulting legacy will echo through the corridors of time. For if we all do our little bit of good where we are; put together it will overwhelm 
the world. 

Christopher and Janine Gordon

Happy Birthday Archbishop Tutu 
It was an honour to attend your birthday in 2016 in South Africa with Carole. You are truly a Light in the darkness. Your life has been your 
message. Thank you for showing us that the way to true healing ,Peace and Joy is compassion,kindness ,forgiveness and Unconditional  
Love. You have my eternal respect, 
Damiris Moro

I’m still uplifted by his generosity, his optimism, his radiance and his smile, even though I met him many years ago.

Honourable David Peterson, PC OOnt QC and Former Premier of Ontario.

Dear Father, what a blessing to be celebrating your 90th birthday. My beloved grandfather, in the late 80’s introduced me as little girl to you 
by having me accompany him to speaking engagements during your early visits to Toronto. Although it was explained to me as to why our 
family left South Africa, you opened my eyes to the reality of Apartheid in South Africa (my heritage).  Later, my mother, Carole, through 
“South African Women for Women” further introduced me to your teachings and writings, and that’s how the wonderful journey developed 
between our family and yours. With the establishment of this bursary, no doubt your legacy will continue to carry on and many students 
in the future will benefit from it. You have inspired our Nation, your contribution to our world is so great and your vision so clear.  I cannot 
be Me without You, and We cannot be Us - without one another … UBUNTU. We celebrate You and we love You.  

God Bless, Eloise, Darien and the boys

Happy Birthday Arch



My sincere wishes to the champion of human rights,  the Archbishop Desmond Tutu on his 90th birthday. 
One of the great quotes from Desmond Tutu that inspired me and countless others to do more. “It means a great deal to those who are 
oppressed to know that they are not alone. Never let anyone tell you that what you are doing is insignificant.” 
 Iris Simpson 

“Congratulations Arch on your 90th .  May God continue to shower His blessings on you. You have touched my life and I treasure your 
friendship. Know that you are loved and admired . Best wishes for many happy returns.”

Jean (Hon. Dr. Jean Augustine, P.C., C.M., O.Ont., C.B.E.)

Dear Arch, Happy 90th birthday. What a “ride” it has been with you when you visited Toronto. No matter if the journey was 45 minutes to 
destination or 5 minutes… what touched me always was, that the minute you got into the limousine you would say “Let’s Pray”. Thank you 
for those wonderful memories which I will always treasure. God Bless you. 

JoJo Dacres.

Dear Archbishop Tutu, you have shown us by example what people who care can accomplish, not just in South Africa but globally. You 
inspire us all, and you bring out the best in everyone you meet just by warmly shaking their hands, smiling into their eyes and that very 
infectious laugh of yours. I think of you every time I sing: ‘Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world; black and yellow, 
brown and white, all are precious in his sight, Jesus loves the little children of the world.’ May you continue to enjoy good health knowing 
that you are universally loved and admired! With deep affection and admiration Happy 90th Birthday!

June Sommers

In February 2000, Archbishop Desmond Tutu was at the University of Toronto to receive an honorary degree, an experience made 
memorable by his grace and humility.  Many years later when my children were learning about the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
Archbishop sent me a note paraphrasing Gandhi’s famous quote on the power of individuals in effecting “change”.  As he celebrates this 
milestone birthday, Archbishop Tutu’s teachings continue to be of global relevance.  Happy birthday Arch.

Kasi Rao

Happy birthday Arch, may you be enveloped in all the love and joy that you inspire in us.

Lisa and Shane Platt

Canadians across the country were first truly awakened to the horror of  apartheid, with Archbishop Tutu’s visit in May 1986 to attend 
the Toronto Arts Against Apartheid Festival where, in his historic address to the Ontario legislature, he uttered this heartfelt plea to 
Canadians, “ Please help us. Our country is burning, our children are dying!”

Lloyd McKell, Chair, Toronto Arts Against Apartheid Festival, 1986

Archbishop Tutu, a fearless ambassador for the cause of justice, with the courage to speak truth to power. An inspiration to us all!  
Happy 90th. 

Dr. Lott Mamabolo 

Today we honour and celebrate the birth of Archbishop Desmond Tutu whose life is a gift to the world. We pray that our gift to you on your 
birthday is to continue your legacy of peace, kindness, goodwill and mindfulness. Happy birthday. 

Lucy La Grassa, PhD, CDMP, MCC, CTDP

Happy Birthday Arch



Dearest Archbishop - thank you for shining your light brightly to illuminate the way to peace, and to inspire us all to live with joy.  May you 
always know how much you are loved, and how much you mean to our world.  We are all better off because of your presence.  Enjoy your 
special birthday, and every day thereafter even more. With infinite love and gratitude
Marguerite Orane

In the words of the Prophet Micah: This is what the Lord asks of you, only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly with your 
God. Thank you, Arch, for being a real life example of how to be true to Micah’s guide to being our better selves.
Mary Anne Chambers

To the most beloved Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, It is with much humility and great happiness that I wish you a joyous 90th 
birthday! It is with much excitement and anticipation that we gather here today to pay tribute to you on this glorious day!  
In loving kindness,
Michael Bowe, Senior Leader, Anti-Racist, Anti-Oppressive Practice in the Province of Ontario, Canada 

Happy 90th Birthday Archbishop Tutu! Your life continues to inspire us to work towards creating a healed and inclusive world. Many 
blessings to you and your loved ones.
Orson, Keri, Lucas and Owen Morrison 

Dear Bishop Tutu
The seeds of love, kindness, possibility and hope that you have sown in Canada and throughout the world will continue to grow 
You are truly a model of God’s character. On this your 90th birthday it is indeed my honour and privilege to join the thousands of well 
wishers in thanking the Creator for the difference you are making in our world. May you always be blessed with good health, happiness 
and longevity as you continue to shine your light and create a stronghold in the shaky moments of our lives.
With Much Respect
Dr Pamela Appelt, Retired Judge Court of Canadian Citizenship; Director Lifelong Learning Institute

Happy 90th Birthday Arch!! 
Thank you for all your good works that you have dedicated your life to, and my very best wishes for your continued good health. 
Paul Milbourn

Archbishop Desmond Tutu is one of my worldly heroes! His remarkable, pure-hearted wisdom for why and how we can live as human 
beings in love and harmony on this Earth is a powerful beacon for living in light and love and peace on our planet. I had the privilege 
and honour of interviewing him some years back, and he so reminded me of another great human being I was fortunate to film with, the  
Dalai Lama.
Paul Saltzman, President, Sunrise Films Limited

My meetings with Archbishop Tutu were always marked by his hallmark enthusiasm and great humour, notwithstanding the enormous 
seriousness of his missions to Canada.  His is a voice of inspiration I always carry with me wherever I go. Carry on in peace and love, my 
dear brother Desmond.
Robert Keith Rae PC CC OOnt QC Canadian Ambassador to the United Nations since 2020.

Archbishop Desmond Mpilo Tutu, Happy 90th Birthday!  
You always choose to speak truth to power authentically with charm, grace and humour.  Your legacy embodies moral leadership which 
embraces the sacredness of humanity as well as its connectedness to all living things in this universe. Thank you for showing us how 
fighting for justice can and should be done by intersecting civic and faith-based living and spirituality. Amandla!  
Happy birthday, many returns & best wishes for good health!
Sabra Desai

Happy Birthday Arch



A sincere thank you 
to all our sponsors and 

valued donors, including 
those who wish to remain 

anonymous. Through 
your support we are 

accomplishing our goal. 

You truly make the 
difference!

Thank you 
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“One of the sayings in our country is 
Ubuntu — the essence of being human. 
Ubuntu speaks particularly about the 
fact that you can’t exist as a human 
being in isolation. It speaks about our 
interconnectedness … We think of ourselves 
far too frequently as just individuals, separated from one 
another, whereas you are connected and what you do affects 
the whole world. When you do well, it spreads out; it is for 
the whole of humanity.”

— Archbishop Desmond Tutu


