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PARISH VISION STATEMENT 
 
Grace Church on-the-Hill is a Christian community within the Anglican Church. We serve God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ, obediently and faithfully, providing a spiritual home where all may come 
to seek redemption and hope, meaning and acceptance.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we worship 

God and celebrate God’s blessings with thoughtfulness and joy, and we commit ourselves to serve 
others with compassion, love, courage and humility. 

 
 
 



4 

 

 
 
Bishop’s Letter To Congregations 
 
 
 
 

January 18, 2021 The Feast of the Confession of St. Peter  
 
Dear friends in York-Scarborough,  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 1:2) I have the 
privilege of writing once again as you gather for your annual Vestry meeting. Vestry is an important 
moment in the life of any parish. We are given the opportunity to look back with thanksgiving on the 
past year and look forward with hope as we catch a vision of what God is calling us to be in the year 
ahead.  
 
Never before have we experienced a year like 2020. A year ago, we were just beginning to hear 
reports out of Wuhan, China of a virus that was spreading rapidly and making many people sick. 
Within weeks the virus was detected here in Canada. By mid-March our province was in lockdown. 
This meant that our churches were suddenly closed to public worship and most other activities. 
 
 Very quickly, Anglicans across our Diocese “pivoted” to begin doing mission and ministry in virtual 
ways in order to stay connected and keep the flame of the Gospel burning. Pre-recorded services, 
livestreams and Zoom worship sprang up to connect people from the safety of their own living 
rooms. For months, our church buildings remained shuttered, except for the important work of 
providing outreach to the most vulnerable in our communities. We hunkered down and sheltered at 
home. The Diocese was able to offer a Jubilee to all parishes for three months as a way of helping 
ministry continue. I know how well this was received, and I thank God that we had the resources to 
do it.  
 
As COVID-19 cases decreased over the summer months, September brought new opportunities to 
begin gathering again. The Diocese’s amber guidelines were put in place, allowing parish 
communities to come together in-person once again. For several weeks, we were once again 
gathering in our sacred spaces, being fed at the Lord’s table, and enjoying fellowship with one 
another in familiar ways. 
 
 But no sooner had we begun, case numbers began to rise again, and news of more virulent strains of 
COVID from other parts of the world. In November, the City of Toronto - and Peel and York Regions 
- were in lockdown; by year end the whole province was essentially shut down. The effects have been 
devastating for so many: job losses, increases in addiction and mental health issues, a rise in domestic 
violence, loneliness due to isolation and separation from family members and friends. And yet you – 
the Church – have continued the life-giving work of the Gospel, by lovingly walking alongside those 
in greatest need. Thank you! And now several vaccines have been approved and are making their 
way into the arms of Canadians. Thanks be to God! 
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In the roller coaster of the past twelve months, we rose to the various challenges in ways many did 
not think possible. The necessary restrictions shifted almost everything we knew of church, yet the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ continued to be proclaimed and lived. I have been so proud of the ways that 
our parishes have been nimble in these difficult times. The Holy Spirit has indeed led us in this 
wilderness. Thank you to our clergy, churchwardens, parish staff, lay leaders and tech savvy 
volunteers who have made this pivot possible. I believe our Church leapt forward several decades in 
just a few short months, and I hope we will hold onto the spirit of adapting to rapidly changing 
circumstances. 
 
 COVID-19 was not the only challenge facing our Church and society over the past year. In May, we 
watched in horror as news outlets showed the vicious murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis. The 
killing of a black man by a white police officer reminded us painfully of the toxic forces of anti-black 
racism not only in the United States but also here at home. The Gospel calls us away from any kind of 
hatred and discrimination, and in our baptism we commit to respect the dignity of every human 
being. Our Diocese is responding to the scourge of racism by offering anti-racism and anti-bias 
training this year. As the newly-appointed Diocesan Diversity Officer, I look forward to help lead this 
work forward over the coming year. 
 
 2020 was also a year of change in leadership within our Diocese. Bishop Peter Fenty retired after 
seven years of episcopal ministry, and Bishop Jenny Andison made the decision to return to parish 
ministry after serving as an area bishop for four years. We give thanks for Bishop Peter and Bishop 
Jenny and for the ways they have blessed our Diocese. In response to these changes, Bishop Andrew 
has struck an Episcopal Leadership Working Group to help shape the future of episcopal leadership 
going forward. In this interim period, I have been asked to provide oversight to deaneries in 
YorkSimcoe and York-Credit Valley, in addition to the five deaneries in York-Scarborough. Please 
pray for the work of the ELWG as we discern the future of leadership in our Church. 
 
 In spite of the challenges, I look back on 2020 with joy and thanksgiving at the opportunities to visit 
many of the 56 parishes and ministries of York-Scarborough. I was with you for Sunday worship, 
celebrations of new ministry, anniversaries, meetings with parish leadership, and many other special 
occasions – and much of it by Zoom! We even ordained four new priests in York-Scarborough 
between October and December, one of the many signs that the Church in our Diocese is still very 
much alive and well! I want to thank the clergy and people of the area as I have travelled across the 
episcopal area. I have been grateful for your prayers, and your desire to be co-workers in the building 
up of God’s Church.  
 
As I reflect on my ministry over the past year, I realize that my work would not have been possible 
without the support of my amazing assistant, Sue Willoughby. Sue does a great job managing my 
calendar and correspondence and ensuring that I am able to keep up with a ministry that has an 
increasing number of moving parts. Sue works closely with our exceptional synod office staff. They 
are all just a phone call or email away. 
 
 I want to acknowledge the excellent work of our five Regional Deans: the Reverend Ian LaFleur 
(Eglinton), the Reverend Greg Carpenter (Scarborough), the Reverend Canon Geoffrey Sangwine (St. 
James), the Reverend Shelley McVea (Toronto East) and the Reverend Nicholas Morkel (York Mills). 
The Reverend Heather Gwynne-Timothy continued her wonderful ministry as Chaplain to the 
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Retired Clergy of York-Scarborough in 2020. Along with our area liturgical officers, our Page 3 
Regional Deans are excellent resources for parishes, and provide me with invaluable advice. I have 
also valued the support and collegiality of the other members of the College: Bishop Andrew, Bishop 
Peter, Bishop Riscylla, Bishop Jenny and Canon Mary Conliffe. 
 
 Our episcopal area is also blessed with many incredible youth leaders, who are ably led by our two 
York-Scarborough Youth Coordinators, Jillian Ruch and Ian Physick. In the midst of this pandemic, 
they have found creative ways of staying in touch with our youth and encouraging them in their own 
ministries.  
 
Finally, I want to express my thanks to all those who exercise leadership in the parishes, missions, 
schools, fresh expressions and community ministries of the York-Scarborough area. Whether you are 
stepping down from a particular ministry, or continuing on, or taking up a new role at this annual 
Vestry meeting, thank you for your commitment and faithfulness. You are a blessing to the Church in 
our Diocese. Please be assured of my prayers each day as you carry out your ministry in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
 I am writing this letter on the Feast of the Confession of St. Peter. As our Church celebrates Peter’s 
proclamation that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living God” (Matthew 16:16), please join with 
me in working for the vitality of the Church, built on Christ our cornerstone. Pray with hope for the 
year ahead.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 The Right Reverend Kevin Robertson 
Area Bishop of York Scarborough Bishop Suffragan of Toronto 
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Incumbent’s Report 
 

2020 began on a positive note. After a constructive annual Vestry Meeting in January, Grace Church 
started the year in strong health with a stable staff and with all our parish programs operative, 
including our fully functioning Child Care Centre. By mid-March the church and Child Care Centre 
were shut down by civic and diocesan authorities because of a growing worldwide covid-19 
pandemic. The shift was abrupt and dramatic. Though we tried to carry on, normalizing as best we 
could, by mid-Lent there was no doubt the world had changed dramatically and that our parish 
church was not immune to the ensuing disruption and shuttering of society. A year ago, would any 
of us have foreseen our current reality? Never has any of us experienced such an upheaval of norms 
and patterns in our civic or church life and attendant restrictions. Things quickly became 
unforgettably strange, surreal, and challenging. How do we operate a parish church under these 
unprecedented conditions? 
 
In mid-March, the Child Care Centre was shut down, only re-opening slowly in July. Unlike many 
city parishes our first response was not to lockdown but to keep the church doors open, continuing 
regular weekly 8 and 10am Sunday worship within permitted parameters. To date, I am pleased to 
report, the pattern of weekly Sunday worship continues uninterrupted. (Many churches opted simply 
to cancel.) Given the sweeping restrictions on congregational attendees however, we immediately 
made the decision to move to live-streamed services – a hybrid solution – in order to stay connected 
to our parishioners. When in mid-September we were permitted to re-open for public worship we 
decided to continue with online services: a “both-and” solution. By late October civic authorities re-
imposed a lockdown prohibiting public worship and again we returned to a strictly online method of 
connecting to our community. Restless frustration became the norm. 
 
The architect of this sudden and significant shift to virtual worship was Chris Leonard, our talented 
administrator. Without his grasp of the seismic social upheaval underway and his technological 
expertise, we might have been marooned; but Chris immediately enabled us to adapt, responding to 
the new reality of enforced social distancing and physical separation. By Holy Week and Easter 
already we had a few weeks experience using this new, unfamiliar, and evolving format - looking 
into cameras from an empty, denuded sanctuary. As the year unfolded our Sunday livestream 
offerings gradually became more adept, sophisticated, and professional. For this artful evolution we 
have Chris Leonard to thank. Since mid-March he has remained the indispensable producer-
technician for all our online worship and various YouTube offerings. Understandably this has 
required a radical pivot from his normal duties as parish administrator. 
 
For a seasoned priest like me the oddest thing was the bishop’s early proclamation of a “eucharistic 
fast”, meaning that all Sunday worship suddenly became non-sacramental. Anglicans have forever 
taught that normative Sunday worship involves both ‘word and sacrament’. Nevertheless, we 
complied by offering truncated versions of Sunday worship – prayers, readings, hymns and homilies 
only. In mid-September we returned to regular Sunday sacramental worship and have continued in 
this traditional pattern (although sharing of the chalice currently is not permitted). Particularly since 
mid-March I am appreciative of the strong supporting roles played by our assisting clergy, Canon 
Judy Paulsen, Pastor Susan Maclaren, and retired Dean Douglas Stoute, who along with lay pastoral 
assistant Maria Ling provided pre-recorded homilies (from various off-site locales). Their many 
voices enriched “our voice” into the community. One happy result was connecting with non-parish 
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members – people who email saying that they have been “attending” Grace church virtually for 
months! 
 
Grace Church has long enjoyed and supported a rich music ministry. Alas, the choral program was 
the first element to be shutdown when communal singing was deemed a threat to public health. Our 
singers are deeply committed to their art, however, and belonging to a close-knit community led by 
Sarah Hicks, the choir continued weekly Thursday night rehearsals by practising outdoors – till the 
snow fell. I admire their loyalty and commend their tenacity. Fortunately, members of the choir were 
able safely to pre-record anthems, carols, and service settings to be inserted in our Sunday livestream 
services. Though not ideal, we are grateful for their enhancing gifts. The music team of organist Tom 
Fitches and director Sarah Hicks has served with distinction, continuing to uphold standards in these 
uncharted times. Let us also be thankful for the array of musical offerings provided by talented 
parishioners – like Emma Fisher on cello, Mark Tullis on viola, Wm Tessier on piano, and Nathan 
Hiltz on jazz guitar.  
 
Other core programs like Christian education for children, teens, and adults were largely curtailed 
due to social distancing. However, the weekly 9am Sunday adult-education forum continued online 
using a lecture format. As well, one-on-one interviews with a variety of parishioners were posted 
regularly. In the spring I offered a number of spiritual reflections online and in the fall led a series 
exploring the life and poetry of T.S. Eliot. During the Advent season a four-week series on the major 
biblical canticles – ‘Songs of the Saviour’ - was led by Micah Latimer-Dennis and helpers. With the 
closing of the churches in mid-Lent, our in-person Children’s ministry ceased. We look forward to re-
starting this ministry when the lockdown lifts and families can return. In the meantime, interested 
parents have accessed online formation programs tailored to their children’s age level.   
 
Lockdown and physical distancing also meant our fellowship ministry faltered. Regular parish 
brunches, barbeques, socializing and Sunday coffee-hours had to be cancelled. Mask-wearing, hand 
sanitizing, and social distancing protocols were mandated. Still our Outreach ministry continued 
strongly. In 2020, when many more citizens became unemployed, Grace Church gave more support 
than ever before to the neighbourhood Churches on-the-Hill Foodbank! And our many other 
outreach commitments were also met including refugee resettlement, a ministry which we’ve been 
highly invested in over the past five years. In tough times the generosity of our community increased! 
Thank you, people of Grace. I also thank those who comprise our Pastoral Care team for staying in 
touch faithfully with our most vulnerable and isolated parishioners. In season and out of season our 
church continues doing its work, worshipping, caring, feeding, listening, sharing – loving our 
neighbour – and making a difference.   
 
Was 2020 a lost year? Strangely it seemed both uneventful and highly eventful, depending on one’s 
perspective. Most events were simply cancelled or postponed indefinitely – like baptisms, weddings, 
and even funerals. Certainly, there is a large backlog of Memorial services going forward. Services 
first postponed from April to September were postponed to November, and so on. Presentations and 
concerts were cancelled, a major planned May Music Conference was postponed till May 2021. And 
yet church went on: Bishop Robertson presided and preached on Palm Sunday; Archbishop Hiltz was 
our guest on May 17th; on Sept. 27th Bishop Asbil dedicated the new McCausland stained-glass 
window in the chancel commemorating two saints of the Anglican Communion, Desmond Tutu and 
the Rev. Florence Li Tim-Oi; (Ginny and I humbly thank the donors of this beautiful gift, Bettie and 
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Mark Tullis, who have honoured us by their kind dedication of the window); Bishop Kevin returned 
for Maria’s ordination on Nov. 15th; and Bishop Victoria Matthews came on Advent Sunday, 
speaking firsthand about her friendship with the elderly Rev. Florence Li. Of course, all this was 
viewed virtually as was our annual Remembrance Sunday observance in November. My major grief 
was missing the vibrant in-person congregation of Grace – and the hearty hymn singing! 
Maria Ling, whose ordination to the diaconate was postponed from May till September 13th, was 
finally ordained to the priesthood on Nov. 15th at Grace Church, also livestreamed. It has been my 
privilege to help midwife Maria to this transition point in her vocational journey. She has been an 
invigorating addition to our staff and her pastoral ministry has been greatly appreciated by our 
congregation. Though expecting her to remain with us as a curate for another year or more, the 
bishop determined that Maria should move to take charge of St Elizabeth’s parish in Mississauga. 
Our loss was their gain. The congregation provided Maria with a generous farewell gift of a quality 
used car to facilitate her commuting. 
 
A new young postulant, Micah Latimer-Dennis from Chicago, joined our staff in September as a lay 
pastoral assistant in the church office. I am grateful for his faithful assistance in these strange 
unpredictable times when the way forward is opaque. Together we are trying to be a ‘calm non-
anxious presence’, relying on God’s saving help. We look forward to Micah’s ordination as deacon in 
May 2021. 
 
Throughout the unsettling turbulence of 2020 Grace Church was particularly blessed to be guided by 
an exceptional team of churchwardens: Bettie Tullis, Chris Bunting, Erin Iles and Stewart Burton. I 
thank them for their faith, dedication, and friendship - and especially their steadiness on the bridge in 
the harsh storm. With this able quartet of officers (supplemented by Chris Leonard’s navigational 
abilities) the good ship of ‘Grace Church’ remains stable and seaworthy. We are blessed to be well 
led. Though the storm is far from over, we believe hope is on the horizon and calmer seas lay ahead. 
Yet I predict there will be no return to “normal” – which is both a challenge and a unique 
opportunity. This is a watershed moment. Perhaps by fall 2021, masked and vaccinated, we can re-
open and re-build our scattered all-age faith community of Grace. Perhaps then our vision will be less 
obscured, and we will be freer to imagine, re-focus our mission and innovate - inventing the post-
COVID church on-the-hill.  
 
Let me end with a quote from ‘The Litany’ from the Book of Common Prayer: “To succour, help, and 
comfort all that are on danger, necessity, and tribulation; we beseech thee, good Lord”. With God’s 
help I believe that we have tried to comfort and support countless souls during this distressing and 
unparalleled pandemic period. May our ministry continue as required in 2021 - with the good Lord’s 
help! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Canon Peter Walker+ 
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Wardens’ Report 
 
2020 has been a year that won’t soon be forgotten.  A pandemic that raised its ugly head early in the 
year caused sickness, death, lockdowns, isolation, economic downturn, sensitivity to social injustice, 
fear…. and a generosity of spirit amongst our parishioners, clergy and staff that is to be commended.   
 
The initial lockdown, closing our church with little more than a day’s notice on March 15, caught 
everyone by surprise.  Peter Walker and Chris Leonard reacted nimbly, and started an on-line 
worship service that very Sunday, which continues on into the present.  We have discovered this to 
be a source of solace and inspiration for our parishioners no matter where they are.  Thus, even when 
we were allowed to resume public, in-person worship for a few months, we did not stop our on-line 
worship.  Funds were diverted from elsewhere to invest in the technology to make it possible to have 
the high-quality production of which we are proud to offer.  Many, many thanks go to our parish 
administrator, Chris Leonard, who has not missed a single Sunday and without whom this “pivot” 
would not have been possible.   
 
Parishioners rose to the challenge in many ways.  Volunteers continued to serve the altar in the 
traditional ways.  A dedicated group of mask-makers made and donated masks to the parish and the 
wider community.  Lay pastoral visitors phoned and e-mailed our shut-ins, with many parishioners 
continuing the effort unofficially.  Others participated via Zoom in committee meetings, Christian 
education programs and Cafe Grace.  When appeals went out on behalf of the Churches-on-the-Hill 
Food Bank, parishioners donated cash quickly.  Even our stewardship campaign for the church was 
successful, with our congregation valuing the contributions this church has made in service to and as 
the Body of Christ.   It has been heart-warming for the wardens to witness this.  A pandemic cannot 
keep this church down! 
 
Through all this we have been inspired by and cared for by our clergy.  Our incumbant, Peter Walker, 
has been the visionary behind our many ministries.  This despite losing two assistants through the 
course of this year.  In January we bid adieu to associate priest Irina Dibinski, as she left to become 
priest-in-charge of Church of our Saviour, Don Mills.  Later in the year our lay pastoral assistant 
Maria Ling was ordained, first a deacon and then a priest, and left also to become priest-in-charge of 
St. Elizabeth’s, Mississauga, in November.  Fortunately our new lay pastoral assistant and postulant, 
Micah Latimer-Dennis, arrived this fall before Maria left.  We have been privileged to have strong 
assistance at the altar and at the pulpit from Canon Judy Paulsen, Pastor Susan McLaren, and Dean 
Douglas Stout.  Special thanks also go to Sarah Hicks, Thomas Fitches and all who have kept 
beautiful music an integral part of our worship experience. 
 
Your wardens are honored to have served in this momentous year for our church, and are very 
grateful to the clergy, staff and parishioners who have given of themselves tirelessly to ensure that 
we are in a good position with our finances, community, building, and ministry, to continue in 2021 
and beyond.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
The Church Wardens of Grace Church 
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Report of the Lay Pastoral Assistant/Postulant/Assistant Curate/Assistant Priest 
 
In 2020, I changed my status a number of times while the world changed from pre-Covid-19 to 
everything revolving around Covid-19 protocols and restrictions. As Christians we were called and 
challenged to carry out ministry in new and challenging ways. 
 
I found that parishioners were willing to be mobilized to “do something, anything” to help especially 
the seniors and those isolated in their homes due to the lockdowns in the GTA. The Lay Pastoral 
Visitors and other parishioners made masks by the hundreds and helped coordinate pick up and 
delivery as well. Parishioners volunteered to call, write and connect in whatever way they could to 
minister to one another. 
 
Under the leadership of Canon Peter Walker and the strong support of Chris Leonard and the 
Churchwardens, I experienced the transition from in-person worship to livestream worship. It 
seemed that GCOTH grew from strength to strength in her reach beyond the usual Sunday crowd. I 
learnt that worship and ministry continue because God enables us to carry on. 
 
I led Zoom Reading Allowed (Aloud) as well as Bible studies and I learnt to moderate these online 
meetings. I am thankful that whether working from home or working from the church office, we had 
the infrastructure to do so and for that I am grateful. 
 
The ordination to the diaconate was postponed from May 3 to Sept 13, 2020 but the cohort of 
postulants I was part of started our curacies on May 1, 2020. I was ordained to the priesthood on Nov 
15, 2020 by Bp Kevin Robertson at GCOTH and we were able to have more than 10 but fewer than 50 
people present. It was a very special and meaningful day for me. 
 
I ended my curacy at GCOTH on Nov 22, 2020 (The Reign of Christ) and started at St Elizabeth’s 
Anglican Church on Nov 29, 2020, (The First Sunday of Advent). Things seemed to happen really 
quickly for me but not so quickly that I am ignorant of how much GCOTH has been a major part of 
my formation as a priest for the church of God. I am grateful for the support in ministry especially 
from Canon Peter Walker, Canon Judy Paulsen, the Revd. Irina Dubinski, the Revd. Susan MacLaren, 
Chris Leonard and the wonderful Wardens. Many people at GCOTH will remain unnamed in this 
report but God knows the part they have played in loving and supporting me into the priesthood and 
I thank God for each and every one of you. 
 
To God be the Glory! 
 
Submitted by Maria Ling 
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Lay Pastoral Assistant’s  Report 
 
Since beginning work as Lay Pastoral Assistant in September 2019, my time at Grace has been spent 
in several areas of ministry. Though my arrival coincided with the return to in-person worship, the 
subsequent restrictions on worshiping together have made adaptation necessary. 
 
Worship: My principal work has been preparing for and participating in Sunday worship. Each week 
I compose the service leaflets in consultation with the rest of the staff. On Sundays I led the prayers of 
the people, read the readings, assisted at the Eucharist, and preached. Since October I led a midweek 
service of Evening Prayer, offered via the Wednesday e-news.  
 
Christian Education: In conjunction with staff and lay leaders, I helped coordinate the 9 am Christian 
Education hour, including a six-week series on N.T. Wright's "Evil and the Justice of God," a four-
week Advent series, "Songs of the Saviour," and a six-week Epiphany series, "Reflections of the 
Light." A Lenten study of the Seven Deadly Sins with the Rev. Susan MacLaren is being planned. In 
the Fall I began a men's study over Zoom on Galatians and then Philippians; the study has resumed 
this winter to study Colossians. With David Beadle, the student assistant, I am planning a midweek 
Lenten Zoom study for the parish.  
 
Pastoral Care: After Maria's departure I served as the staff representative with the Lay Pastoral 
Visitors, working with Betty Calvin and the rest of the visitors to stay connected to sick and grieving 
parishioners with phone calls. With Chris Leonard I coordinated the requests submitted to the church 
for the prayers each Sunday. I assisted Canon Walker in planning and serving at several funerals in 
the fall. 
 
Working with Lay Leaders: After Kathryn Milroy stepped down from leading the readers' ministry, I 
coordinated readers for the lessons read at the 10 am Sunday service. I have also worked with the 
servers' ministry to adapt to the restrictions on gathering for worship. 
 
Communication: From September on I wrote a brief reflection for the Wednesday e-news. I have 
participated in the monthly deanery meetings and churches on the hill meetings. 
 
This month I received the news that the Diocese intends to ordain me to the transitional diaconate on 
May 2. I'm very pleased to have been at Grace in the second year of my postulancy and am grateful 
for what I've learned from Canon Walker, Chris, and Maria, and for the support the parish has given 
me in my time, despite its necessarily constricted form.  
 
Respectfully submitted - Micah Latimer-Dennis 
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CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY REPORT 
 
We began the 2020 year with great momentum with both Adult and Children’s choirs preparing for 

lent, Holy Week and the Easter Season when our entire province was put on lockdown in March of 

2020. We quickly pivoted to weekly online practices for both the children’s and adult choirs to 

maintain a sense of community and consistency through the first provincial stay at home order. 

These weekly online rehearsals ran through the summer months to the end of July. During the 

summer months, organist Tom Fitches and I worked together to offer music for our liturgy every 

Sunday. Our dedicated and talented team of Choir leads met periodically through the summer in 

quartets to record choral music for the liturgy. In July, we said goodbye to one of our beloved choral 

scholars, Izabella Acejo, who moved with her family to the Philippines. We thank her for incredible 

contribution to our choir community. Izabella has been a Choral Scholar for 3 years as well as a camp 

counsellor and frequent soloist. She demonstrates incredible musical and leadership qualities, and 

she will be missed! 

The public health situation prevented us from returning to live choir on Sunday mornings in 

September but with the technical prowess of Chris Leonard we began pre-recording choral music on 

Thursday evenings with our octet of professional choristers. This allowed us to maintain our 

tradition of excellent choral music through this challenging time. Many thanks to our Choir Leads for 

their artistry, dedication, and adapting to singing 10ft apart while wearing masks. We also began 

outdoor full choir rehearsal on Thursday evenings. Each week close to 20 choristers bundled up and 

gathered outside the church donning masks, and even head lamps to sing together. This incredible 

show of commitment to the choir community and music ministry sustained us all. As the sun began 

to set earlier and temperatures dropped, the number of COVID-19 cases also began to rise and so in 

November we suspended these in person full choir rehearsals. Leads continued to meet on 

Thursdays to record music for the Christmas season. We recorded a virtual service on Nine Lessons 

and Carols which was viewed 250 times on YouTube. We also had contributions from some of our 

choristers from the Children’s choir for the Family service on Christmas eve. Tom Fitches provided 

us with a wonderful virtual advent organ recital. Throughout 2020 we also featured musical offerings 

from Karen Usha, Nathan Hiltz, Emma Fisher, Izabella Acejo, Mark Tullis, Dallas Chorley, William 

Tessier and Jennifer Routhier. We are blessed to have so many generous and talented parishioners 

who share their artistry with us.   

At the moment we are refraining from in-person ensemble singing in support of the stay-at-

home order. Both children’s and adult choir are meeting weekly online. When this current lockdown 

ends, we will resume weekly recording with our small ensemble of leads to continue generating 

choral music for our weekly liturgy. I especially want to thank Tom Fitches for his commitment to 

our music ministry. His artistry and humanity so richly contribute to the liturgy and community. I 

am hopeful that with the distribution of a vaccine we can now look towards a return to in person 

choir later this year. Our Choral music program is a vital part of our Parish life. I would like to thank 

and acknowledge the incredible community of choristers who have stayed committed to this ministry 

through this unprecedented year. 

Sarah Hicks 

Director of Music  
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OUTREACH REPORT 
 
 
Outreach at Grace Church is about how we as a parish interact with the community around us, and 
the broader world. Outreach activities reflect the work that our parish does to help our community, 
locally, nationally and globally.  
 
In 2020, COVID-19 and social distancing requirements meant that Outreach activities had to be done 
differently. Many activities that would usually be done in group settings, such as filling Santa Sacks 
for New Circles, could not be done this year. Even in such difficult times, Grace Church parishioners 
showed how truly generous they are by donating funds to the Churches on-the-Hill Food Bank 
throughout the year.  
 
Annual Disbursements 
 
Every year, the Outreach committee donates money to support charities and activities in areas that 
represent projects that the parish is involved in, or where the parish wishes to support their work.  
 
These donations are funded from the Outreach allocation in the  
parish’s annual budget, along with a portion of the proceeds from the annual Attic Sale. With no 
Attic Sale in 2020, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the funds available for Outreach were diminished; 
but we were able bridge most of this gap by drawing on surplus funds from previous years and the 
parish’s Outreach-designated Endowment funds. 
 
In 2020, we added two new local Outreach donation recipients:  
 
The Beeton Cupboard Food Bank is a volunteer-run community food bank at St. Michael & All 
Angels Church, a neighbouring Anglican parish. The Beeton Cupboard provides grocery items to 
those in need in the nearby Wychwood/Hillcrest community. 
 
 
The Artisan Charitable Foundation Breakfast Club Program provides breakfast meals to children in 
Parkdale, and is organized by a Grace Church Childcare staff member.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of the parish, in 2020 Grace Church was able to disburse $24,500 to support 
organizations that represent Local, National, and Global causes.  
 
Below is a listing of the 2020 Outreach donations that were made in December: 
 
Emergency Response and Refugees: 
AURA (The Anglican-United Refugee Alliance)  $3,000 
The Awareness Foundation     $3,000 
 
International Development: 
Compass Rose Society      $2,500 
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Prison Ministry: 
The Bridge        $1,500 
Elizabeth Fry Society      $1,500 
 
Food Security/Necessities of Life: 
Churches on-the-Hill Food Bank     $5,000 
Faithworks        $4,000 
Out of the Cold (Metropolitan United)     $1,000 
New Circles        $1,000 
Beeton Cupboard Food Bank     $1,000 
Artisan Charitable Foundation Breakfast Club Program $1,000 
 
Total:         $24,500  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jim Wilkins, Chair 
 

Property Report 
 
Ongoing attention to the buildings systems and infrastructure, as well as cleaning and routine 
maintenance by our property staff, keep our beautiful sanctuary a safe home for our community of 
worship. 
 
Our most significant capital expenditure on the properties was the replacement of one of our roof-top 
HVAC units located on the western roof of the childcare wing. 
 
In 2020, the most notable addition to the property was the system of cameras and displays added to 
facilitate the live stream of the worship service. Utilizing the crypt area below the chancel, we were 
able to add several hundred of feet of data, audio, and video cabling without significant disruption to 
the sanctuary aesthetics. 
 
Addressing HVAC improvements, including the installation of HEPA filtering and air exhaust fans 
for the childcare areas was undertaken prior to reopening the centre in July. 
 
Minor plumbing and electrical upgrades, and occasional pest removal round out our property costs 
for this past year.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Erin Iles & Christopher Leonard 
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CHURCHES ON THE HILL FOOD BANK REPORT 
 

The coming of COVID-19 early in 2020 lead to dramatic growth in the need for the Food 
Bank’s services. Forty per cent of Toronto’s food banks had to close their doors for various reasons 
while the substantial economic disruption arising from the lockdowns increased the number of 
families and individuals needing assistance. The Food Bank has had to rise to this challenge while 
protecting the health and safety of its clients and volunteers. 
 
The weekly schedule - receiving and restocking of food on Tuesdays and Thursdays, client visits on 
Mondays and Wednesdays - has remained unchanged, but many operational changes have been 
made to reduce person-to-person contact. Social distancing is strictly observed and all volunteers 
wear masks and gloves. Much of the food arrives pre-packed for different sizes of family units, and 
the remainder is pre-packed by volunteers. Because of the strict provincial limits on building 
occupancy and the difficulty retaining social distancing indoors the clients must remain outside 
where they are greeted and their needs assessed. The appropriate packages are then brought out to 
them. All of this has resulted in much shorter, and safer, turn-around times. These procedures remain 
in force throughout the winter, with shelter being provided to protect the volunteers and clients. 
 
This is a good time to recognise the volunteers. Volunteers who are at risk cannot, for their own 
safety, work at the Food Bank until the crisis is over. Consequently, a third of the normal roster of 
volunteers have been doing all of the work needed to keep the Food Bank functioning and will 
continue doing so for as long as is necessary. We owe them a huge vote of thanks. We should also 
thank our parishioners who have been delivering food left in the Food Bank box in the narthex to 
Timothy Eaton Memorial Church. 
 
The results of  this labour have been dramatic. Between April and June the number of persons served 
increased by 20 percent over the same period in 2019. Over the entire year the increase was more than 
34 percent over 2019, while in some months the increase has been as high as 65 percent. Over 2000 
persons are now receiving food packages each month. 
 
As you will appreciate, the Food Bank requires funding to purchase food and meet its operational 
expenses. While its needs have increased it has, for the duration of the pandemic, lost some sources of 
income. The annual Spring food drive and the Christmas hamper program had to be cancelled and 
the City Carol Sing was held virtually. While strong community support has helped to offset these 
losses we would request that you to continue to support the Food Bank directly. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John Chipman 
Grace Church-on-the-Hill representative on the Food Bank Board 
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COLUMBARIUM REPORT 

 
The columbarium has a total of two hundred sixteen niches, each designed to accommodate up to 
two immurements.    
 
In 2020, one niche was purchased, and there were two immurements. A total of eighty-three niches 
have now been sold, 59 of which are occupied. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Christopher Leonard 
 
 
 

ENVELOPE SECRETARY REPORT 
 
In 2020, generous offertories were made to the Glory of God and in support of the Ministry of Grace 
Church on-the-Hill: 
 
Offertory Goal: $630000.00 
Offertory received: $649141.00 
Revenue from other sources: $96,150.00 (facility rentals, etc.) 
Recovery income from the Child Care Centre: $461,514.00 
Our pledges for 2021 have reached an all-time high of over $340,000.00, a reflection of the confidence 
in, and the dedication to, the promise of a stronger future in Grace. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christopher Leonard 
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CHILDCARE CENTRE REPORT 
  
Although largely invisible to parishioners who only come to the church premises on Sunday, it has 
been an important part of our ministry to the community for many years.   
 
On normal weekdays our halls are full with 92 small children (age 5 and under) and 30 staff members 
who have found this a safe and welcoming place to learn and work.  It is considered one of the top 
daycare centres in the city, consistently earning top marks with every inspection by the city and 
public health regulatory agencies.   
 
The centre has been a positive part of our parish life, both from the financial contributions it makes to 
our operating costs but also as a place where people from a wide variety of backgrounds are made to 
feel welcome and respected for their contributions in this place of grace. 
 
However, when the pandemic shuttered so many things in March, childcare centres were among 
those forced to close, including ours.  This meant that there would be no tuition fees coming in, and 
thus no money to pay the staff.  Sadly we were forced to lay them off.  However by doing so they 
became eligible for government benefits, and we continued their group health benefits.  We also gave 
them a supplemental cash bonus as the layoff lingered, and as incentive to return when we reopened.   
 
Our childcare centre was able to reopen in a limited way (only 30 children, 10 in each of three 
cohorts, with reduced staff) on July 2nd, after 3 1/2 months of closure.  Our highly respected director, 
Ghazala Khan, ensured that sanitation and other safety protocols became an important part of the 
new routine.  Fortunately the children seemed to have adapted quickly.  Our numbers have 
gradually increased until now we are almost at full capacity, with only a very few infant spots 
available.   
 
With creativity and love and a boost from technology, a few of the annual beloved traditions of the 
life of the Childcare Centre have been able to continue in a safe way.  For example, the annual 
holiday concert in December became a virtual event, with the children dancing (instead of singing) to 
recorded holiday songs.  These were taped using the church’s new cameras and digital recording 
equipment and shared with the families of our children, to their great enjoyment and appreciation.   
 
The Childcare Centre Committee, made up of three parents (Kat Osen, Jessica Zhou and Alice 
Barnett) and two parishioners (Ginny Walker and Bettie Tullis) were able to resume their monthly 
meetings with Ghazala this fall on Zoom, facilitating communication between the church, parents, 
and the Childcare Centre.  The church wardens serve as the board of directors, with Chris Leonard 
providing extra support to Ghazala and her staff.   
 
Special mention should be made of staff member Cathy Cooke, who retired in December after 25 
years service.  The contributions, patience, flexibility, and diligence to the myriad safety protocols of 
Ghazala and all our staff members are especially appreciated this year.     
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bettie Tullis 
Childcare Centre Committee Chair 
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PROPOSED 2020 VESTRY APPOINTMENTS AND NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION 

 

Incumbent's Appointments 2020 

Incumbent's Warden      Christopher Bunting 

Deputy Wardens      Laurie Melbourne, 

Stewart Burton  

Chair, Sanctuary Guild     Nora Stearns  

Archivist       Daniel Hendrickson  

Servers’ Representative Frank Lo Forte   

Interfaith Representative (Parish Rep) Julian Fisher           

Wardens' Appointments 2020 

Treasurer       Philip Arthur  

Solicitor Bruce Thomas 

Auditor Maureen Parry  

Delegate to Churches on-the-Hill Food Bank             John Chipman                          

 

Nominations for Election: 

People's Warden      Erin Iles 

Lay Members of Synod (3) elected    Pam Baillie 

     Elaine Rowe  

        Michael Royce  

           

Chair, Christian Education Committee   Micah Latimer-Dennis  

Chair, Investment Review Committee Stewart Bunting   

Chair, Property Committee    Erin Iles  

Co-chairs, Sidespersons      Victoria Barclay 

Chair, Outreach Committee   Jim Wilkins 

Chair, Stewardship Committee   Christopher Bunting 

Chair, Worship Committee     Incumbent  

Chair, Childcare Centre Committee Laurie Melbourne 

 

 

Parish Tribunal (in compliance with the Canons of the Diocese)  

The Incumbent, the two senior wardens, and two other members of 

Vestry which shall be our Parish Solicitor (Bruce Thomas) and  

Donald Cranston. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


